
APPENDIX 1 

Coronavirus: Amendment to our school behaviour 

policy 

By following the government guidelines, in an effort to safeguard our pupils and 

staff, school will not be like school before. School will need to be regimented, 

clinical and strictly disciplined in an effort to enforce any level of social 

distancing, which is so crucially important at this time. We have huge concern 

that due to this stark change in approach, our children, who are used to our 

nurturing, tactile atmosphere, will find the experience of school upsetting, and 

for some traumatic. However, due to high staff to pupil ratios, we anticipate 

that our pupils will adhere effectively to the new rules and routines, which will 

endeavour to keep both staff and children safe.  

As part of an effective transition into school, all new rules and routines will be 

clearly modelled and explained to all pupils. Rules and routines will continue to be 

highly supported and their importance, age appropriate, will be reiterated 

throughout the day.  

‘Covid- safe’ routines 

 Staggered start and end times - The start and end of the school day 

will be staggered for every group: parents will not be allowed on the 

school premises, so children will need to walk down the school drive 

under the supervision of the staff on duty. Children will need to be 

emotionally settled to walk into school, as staff will be unable to 

provide the usual tactile comfort and support, due to keeping socially 

distant. The end of the day will also be staggered for each group, to 

enable social distancing to be effective. 

  

 Disciplined hand washing -Adhering to disciplined handwashing will be 

integrated throughout the day to ensure the highest level of hygiene, 

with staff working tirelessly to clean deeply at the end of every day.  

 Remaining within an allocated ‘bubble’- One of the protective measures we 

can take to reduce transmission is to have smaller group and class sizes. 

Children and staff will be part of a ‘bubble’ and will remain within their 

‘bubble’ throughout the duration of the day. A high level of support will 

be available to all pupils as ‘bubbles’ will be small. Therefore, adherence to 

instructions, rules and routines will be highly supported to ensure the 

highest level of safety for all.  



 Moving around the school as per specific instructions (for example, one-

way systems, out-of-bounds areas, queuing). 

 Expectations about sneezing, coughing, tissues and disposal (in line with 

the "catch it, bin it, kill it" message) and avoiding touching your mouth, 

nose and eyes. 

 Pupils telling an adult if they are experiencing symptoms of coronavirus. 

 Rules about sharing any equipment or other items including drinking 

bottles. 

 Amended expectations about breaks or play times, including where 

children may or may not play. Playtimes and lunchtimes will be 

staggered to enable all small groups to remain isolated. Children will not 

be able to share resources across groups, therefore all play equipment 

will be out of use, or allocated carefully, as sharing equipment has the 

potential to spread the virus.  

 Use of identified toilets and disciplined hygiene.  

Throughout every element of the day, to ensure the health and safety of all, 

children will be highly supported to adhere to the above ‘Covid- safe’ rules and 

routines. Through clear routines, high expectations and positive encouragement, 

we anticipate that the behaviour of all of pupils will be impeccable. Positive 

rewards and encouragement will be used effectively to recognise and highlight 

pupils who adhere to the ‘Covid-safe’ routines and rules. However, any 

disrespect or failure to adhere to the ‘Covid-safe’ rules and routines, will result 

in strict consequences.  

 

Consequences of not adhering to ‘Covid-safe’ routines and rules 

1. A calm warning, repetition of the child’s name and a statement of the 

inappropriate behaviour. 

2. The child misses one playtime or privilege as a consequence for their actions. 

3. The child is sent to the HT/ DHT who discusses behaviour, reiterates the 

importance of following the rules and withdraws a privilege.  

4. The HT discusses the child’s behaviour with his or her parent and an approach 

with home co-operation is developed.  



 


