Autumn
Term 2020

A very warm welcome to Reception and to the first newsletter of the year! We have had a
fabulous start to the Autumn term, Mrs Walton and I look forward to working with all our
children and families throughout the year, both new and old! All children have made a good
start to their new school year and we are impressed by their developing independence,
their eagerness to learn and their wonderful positive attitude!
Our first topic this term is ‘This is Me!’, where we are getting to know each other and settling in. As the seasons change we will begin to investigate Autumn through our, ‘Our Locality’ topic, exploring Bonfire Night, Autumnal change and Christmas. As always, our topics
will be developed through the interests of the children and we look forward to where
their ideas may take us!
We hope this newsletter is useful; any queries or questions please let us know!

Fund money
Our fund money is a £1 donation each
week. We would love your donations for
this if you are able. We buy cooking ingredients, supplement our resources and
buy things for special celebration times
such as Christmas etc. We are always
investing in wonderful new things in Reception and really do appreciate your
support with this. Fund money can be
payed via Parent Pay either on a weekly
basis or at the beginning of each term.

Earrings
Please be aware that we have a no earring policy in school. Please make sure
that earrings are removed before children arrive to school each day.
Book Bags in Reception
Thank you to everyone who is remembering to bring their book bags on a Friday;
books, reading books and other bits and
bobs will start to appear in them very
soon so please check bags on a Friday
and return anything that needs returning
the following Friday.
PE
PE will be happening on a Friday as you
know as part of our Fabulous Friday activities. Children should come to school
dressed in appropriate wear such as
tracksuit trousers/leggings, t-shirt and
trainers.
Water - Your child may bring a water
bottle into nursery each day with them.
We do ask that this is filled at home
with either water or weak juice. Children must not bring in Fruit Shoots type
drinks or fizzy drinks.

Reception Class Newsletter
Diary Dates
Remember to keep your eye on our Early Years Facebook page for regular updates and to see what children are doing in reception!

Personal social and emotional development
Our focus for this term is settling in and new beginnings,
which is especially important in light of recent events and
with the children not having any transition or taster sessions. As the children settle into their new class and the
demands of reception life we will be talking about how we
change and grow, our new friends and developing relationships with others in our school community. You can help at
home by talking about children’s progress, looking at what
they can do now compared to nursery and encourage them
to talk about their learning and interests.
Communication, language and literacy
Phonics is a huge focus of this term, reading, writing,
hearing and saying sounds. We also encourage development
of speaking and listening skills through drama and role play,
circle time and discussion. We also spend a lot of time developing and honing our speaking and listening skills through
various activities. You can help at home by practicing phonics, reading books and sheets each night and taking time to
talk to your child about what they have done.
Problem solving, reasoning and numeracy
We will be working on developing our counting and number
skills, recognising and using numerals, addition and
subtraction of numbers and recording our ideas and
calculations in different ways. We will also be exploring 2D
shapes and pattern. You can help at home by counting and
calculating everyday things in and around home, modelling
counting and using numbers in everyday contexts.
Knowledge and understanding of the world.
We will be developing scientific skills throughout the term,
based on children’s individual interests. They will be encouraged to observe and describe what they see, hear, feel,
smell and taste, sort and classify collections of things and
experiment with different materials and objects, testing
their own ideas and predictions. You can help at home by
talking about and describing everyday things at home and
when out in the community
Physical development
Our PE will concentrate on developing movement and
balance, making different shapes and encouraging
co-ordination and control. You can help at home by encouraging your child to be as active as possible, running, jumping and climbing, riding their bike!
Expressive arts and design
Our creative work will be concentrating on developing imagination and confidence in drama, role play, dance, technology
and art, exploring different ways of sharing ideas and
sharing music making, imaginative play and art with others
in the group. We will also be exploring lots of different
media through various mark-making activities and creating
art work on large and small scales such as Autumn colour
mixing and autumn transient art. You can help by joining in
with imaginative play at home, singing simple songs or making your own songs and stories up!

